Dear Jim, 



1 / 21/76 



va ^ oua reaaons thi s has been a joyless day. So, your letters of the 18th both 
so well thought out and nut together, brought some li^rfc into it. I got a pretty decent 
walk in, came in with the paper, finished it up in a hurry while resting and then the 
mail came with the disagreeableness forced by the GHA letter. I swearif that mcdiS 
administrator s wife asked for sex hetd refer her to the Claims Committee. However, what 
learned in Hew fork, of which I may have sent carbons, limits my options, patience 

^ tla Th P n h ^ latt9r s iri the . oens ® setting care, doing something about it or both. 

1 hen it snowed, meaning no afternoon walk. Maybe meaning JL, who is due to- 

is^t’e^ T S °l *5* nUC i!? 0W yet * But he Htos 111 * h ® city, has a garage and 
is bctuer off using cabs than worrying about anew tires. Although the calends call has 

jsl 1 v ork r ** 0330 (Mne) when - ss ^ 

to wait, with mo giving him copies to read and keep* 

Sometimes I actually enjoy the- walks despite the discomfort, partly from what is 
i* an J- pa f tly because I know they are good for me. There is a idnd 
of satisfaction in being able to push myself until I stagger before turning around. I've 

^ 0 1 P fl ^ a 3f. catch /y br9ath ani adjust to going down hill. But I've been trying 
o do this at least wtice a day, so the snow disappoints unless it melts and the reads 
are not slippery# 

", Ldd h f 8 arranged rides most days. While I welcome this time and saving of the 

“* d ® 8S ® it 8188 mea f s bhab 1 m denied the chance to walk where there is no snow. But we 
don t have tnat much of it so I won't miss much walking. 

thP t0 f peBta S t » 33 1 3111 now » t0 iGam a pressure spot inside 

18 mAe uncocfortable b y having both legs up while I type. I'm begins 

t u B f PQ f di 2 e 011 the years » 1 imagine Green will remember Lou Nichols and Cart ha Be 
Loach# xhaoks for the suggestion and the address# 

Your three grafs say all there is to say about the media. And surviving it. 

•»* 1 “TV 10 811(1 sonet - Lmes 1 “ay it work. I'm more adjusted to the times 

it doe an t ana I keep looking and trying. For the moment I'm encouraged with Newewsttay. 
Got a nice and not necessary letter from the hewsday national editor today. 

others. difficult for 010 addition I have to pay for the sins of the 

w n the Potomac story ay resentment was End's dismissing Jim, who has done ail the 
work, as no more than a jovial legman while hogging all the credit none of which is due 
him. Since my first and angry reaction I've been troubled that Paul would write such a 
story because he knows the truth. 

, . Your China letter is the best summary I've ever seen. I also have no pre-1970 

knowledge.^ ve not read the clips. 1 save them for rest periods that wero fewer 
today and taken up with packaging. I was tempted to discuu the content with Whitten 

1 d tha tine * T ^r yesterday’s column was good, so I then sug- 

gested on one that old OSS man Ho Chih Minh and perhaps Carlson. He liked both ideasf) 
nrrr T Inb erestin^y all the commentary I saw was honest recognition of Chou. 

TV. I saw/heard nothing nasty. I think it represents more thaHhat he is s Jely deadT 
___ tm^T ^ hia was m * of the 2101,8 Important and fascinating developments in recent 
th^lLt dl f cusa tbla “ore than I will. I'm beginning to feel tiredness, later 

° ne be ^°f e * ^ And t you know it, both nights I got midnight 

tSl! . la3tod! J thlni£ dt was Evitable, as was -detente." WeMre got 

of ^r erS ^ ® acb Jhb® 1, 68011 ^ving to try to play the old British 

game of divide ana rule, bach has artux needs the other can meet. This is part of what 
makes our Angolian adventure so insane. It weakens us all around. 

Perhaps the process was hastened a bit by Chinese assessment that Nixon would be 
bound ,o got luto trouble, dotting out of W inerttuble ee „a. tte^o^lt 
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meant. And our economy had been geared to war since the Great depression. Our trouble 
was certain. Putting this another way, the question was days rather than years. It did 
not make any difference who was president, the situation could have varied only in 
degree. It simply isn't possible for us to produce an administration that without a 
major disaster causing it can dream or reordering national priorities and the economy. 

We live on waste that generates evil. Or, by evil that requires waste. 

The survival of one who might change it is, as wa have Been, not likely. (Tiger .) 

If the best hope fis the Congress, how much hope does it justify except on occasional 
issues, like FOIA. 

Aside from the impossibility of any president in the current era being able to 
m^ira a basic difference, look at the announced candidates. The one ray of promise is 
for the future at best, Mathias' effort to reorder the parties. There may be enough 
Republicans horrified at a choice between Ford and Reagan. 

So, when C hina felt more secure vs Russia her time to move had come. 

Unless Jiao's death touches something off, my guess is that China's position, 
actually and relatively, is going to improve steadily. It is organized, moving and set- 
tled unless there is this kind of unsettling. Hot true of either US or 033R, which 
has cast its seed upon the ground with enormous wastes in space with so much domestic 
need. The simplest needs, too. Same with such hurtful adventures as being first with SST, 
a real plague. I think they've blown it for years to come emulating Madison Avenue 

thinking, even if intended for prestige. 

■ 

I'd like to carry this further. Hot only because it has helped me work out 
of the mood I was in. But I’d beat go to bed. I look forward to the amplification of 
the clips. Thanks for all. 

Sincerely, 



RHMjjl 
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